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INTRODUCTION 


At the end of the nineteenth century, Theodor Herzl, founding 
father of the Zionist movement, was advocating the mass migration 
of Jews to Palestine under such concocted slogans as ‘A land 
without a people for a people without a land’. The notion, however 
fallacious, of an empty land awaiting colonisation by the Jews 
proved an irresistible mobilising force at the time and, in defiance of 
all that has gone since, has managed to persist in Zionist rhetoric to 
this day. 


In 1969, Golda Meir, as Prime Minister of the state of Israel, 
directly controlled the day-to-day destinies of some three million 
Palestinians, many of whom had lived under occupation for two 
decades. Yet she was able to declare, with a disdain for history 
worthy of Herzl, “/t was not as though there was a Palestinian people 
in Palestine considering itself as a Palestinian people and we came 
and threw them out and took their country away from them. They did 
not exist.’ 

But if Zionist rhetoric could cynically cancel the historical 


(1) Sunday Times (London) 15/6/1969. 
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night when the villagers were asieep, wireW grenades In Ine UVOrs OT 
the dwellings and then blew them up with mines. The attackers 
withdrew at dawn, leaving behind 66 dead, 75 maimed and 45 
demolished homes. Following a storm of protest, the Israeli army 
denied all knowledge of the massacre and blamed it on ‘unknown 
extremists’. 


A third massacre took place in the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip in 
1956. Under the pretext of searching for arms, the Israeli army broke 
into homes in the town of Khan Younis, rounded up the occupants 
and summarily executed 275 civilians. 


On October 29, 1956, the Israeli military authorities clamped a 
sudden, five o’clock curfew on the Arab population. Villagers 
returning from the fields to their homes in Kafr Qassem that evening 
knew nothing of the curfew order when they were fired on by Israeli 
patrols at the edge of the village. Their protests were not heard. 
Everyone who passed the Israeli patrol post after five o’clock that 
evening was shot dead, in all 45 men, women and children. 


And so to Tel Al-Zaatar, where Israeli collusion in that extended 
bloodbath was exposed by none other than Ariel Sharon himself. 
Under attack by Opposition Leader Shimon Peres for having 
involved the Israeli army in the massacres of Sabra and Shatila, 
Sharon retorted, “And where was the Israeli army in 1976 during the 
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massacre of Tel Al-Zaatar?” Peres, who had been Defence Minister 
at the time of the siege, (July-August 1976), later admitted that Israel 
had financed, armed and trained the Lebanese militias who carried 
out the Tel Al-Zaatar massacre. 


Israeli press investigations, moreover, revealed that Israeli 
military experts had been in East Beirut during the 60-day siege and 
that they had planned the massacre of Palestinians as they left the 
camp on August 13 and 14, 1976.2 In all, the Palestinians lost 2,000 
dead at Tel Al-Zaatar. 


Sabra and Shatila adds one more page to the blood-stained 
archive of the Zionist state. One more atrocity for the file. But the 
obliteration of 4,000 innocents failed in its main objective, as have all 
crude attempts at national extermination. It failed to still the 
persistent refrain, ‘| am Palestinian and | demand my country back.’ 


(2) Jerusalem Post, 24/9/1982, Hirsh Goodman. 


Following 3 photos: Sabra and Shatila 
before the Israeli invasion 
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PAVING THE WAY FOR 
THE MASSACRE 


THE DEPARTURE OF THE FIGHTERS 


The last of the Palestinian fighters who had held Beirut against a 
barbarous onslaught for 79 days sailed into exile on September 1, 
1982. All hope of Arab assistance had long since evaporated and the 
city garrison could no longer guarantee the safety of the civilian 
population. With the evacuees went pledges, from both the 
Lebanese and United States governments, of safe passage into exile 
and full security protection for Palestinian and Lebanese civilians 
remaining behind in Beirut. With them also went promises from the 
participant countries in the multinational peacekeeping force, which 
had taken up duty in Beirut, that their troops would remain in 
Lebanon until order had been fully restored and control of East 
Beirut had been surrendered to the legitimate Lebanese authorities. 
With them went U.S. assurances that the Israeli army would not 
enter West Beirut. 


The guerrillas left behind their parents, wives and children, 
reassured by the guarantors that no harm would come to them. 
Hardly had the last ship sailed out of port when an armed gang 
stormed the home of a Palestinian family in the Na’imah quarter 
south of Beirut, which was under Israeli occupation. The entire 
family was butchered, with the exception of a small girl who was 
spared to pass the tale. 


THE ISRAELI ARMY ADVANCE 


During the next two days, Israeli forces moved forward to a 
commanding new position close to the Kuwaiti Embassy and 
overlooking the Sabra and Shatila camps. The Lebanese Prime 
Minister protested the advance strongly, declaring it a violation of 
the ceasefire negotiated by U.S. Special Envoy Philip Habib. The 
U.S. Ambassador in Lebanon responded to the protest with 
assurances that the purpose of the advance was to remove 
barricades and clear minefields blocking the main access routes to 
Beirut.3 He affirmed that the Israelis would withdraw on completion 
of this mission. 


(3) Al-Anbaa (Kuwait), 5/9/1982, quoting Reuter. 
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Meanwhile, in conformity with the Habib agreement, the 
Lebanese army began the take-over of P.L.O. arms depots in the 
Arab University and Fakahani districts. 


Elsewhere in the capital, the internal security forces were 
gradually restoring order through an expanding pattern of patrols. 
The city began to breathe again. As life cautiously returned to 
normal, people started to drift back to the homes they had 
abandoned at the height of the war. Reconstruction got under way. 
Banks and government offices reopened and schools prepared for 
the new academic year. 


On September 7, the Israeli government claimed in a public 
announcement that 2,000 Palestinian fighters along with about a 
thousand Lebanese resistance fighters, were still holed up in the 
Jinah district of West Beirut. The Israelis then threatened to cross 
the ceasefire lines and flush out the alleged guerrillas themselves if 
they did not leave of their own accord.‘ As proof of the seriousness 
of their threat, Israeli troops stormed the Embassy compound of the 
Democratic Republic of Yemen and occupied the deserted 
Hungarian Embassy building. 


In order to avert a confrontation, the Lebanese Shi'ite 
movement, AMAL, offered to surrender its positions in the Jinah 
vicinity to either the multinational force or to the Lebanese army. A 
spokesman for AMAL denied the existence of any Palestinian 
fighters in the area. As agreed, all AMAL positions were handed over 
to the Lebanese army the following day.® 


While the Lebanese army set about removing barricades and 
sand shelters in and around West Beirut, the ‘Mourabitoun’ 
(Lebanese Independent Nasserite Movement) had begun handing 
over their wartime defence emplacements to the Lebanese internal 
security forces. A house-to-house campaign to disarm West Beirut 
was launched despite the objections of the nationalist forces, who 
pointed to the continued presence of Israeli occupying troops. At 
Bourj Al-Barajneh, the Lebanese army removed 300 defensive mines 
which had been placed by the camp residents to ward off external 
attack. The disarmament operation continued in the camps, 
overriding appeals by the residents to be allowed to retain their 
personal weapons for self-defence. 


Lebanese police units partrolled the Sabra camp and additional 
stationary units were posted at the main entrances to Shatila. Both 
camps were quiet, awaiting the arrival of units of the Lebanese army. 
But the dominating presence of the Israelis, whose forward lines 


came right up to the edge of the camps, hampered the deployment 
(4) Jerusalem Post, 7/9/1982, Menachem Horowitz; Herald Tribune (Paris), 7/9/1982, Edward Walsh. 
(5) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat (London) 8/9/1982, quoting news agencies. 
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of the Lebanese army and amplified the fears of the inhabitants.® 


THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE MULTINATIONAL FORCE 


On September 9, Washington declared that the U.S. Marines, 
constituting the United States’ contingent to the multinational 
peace-keeping force, would be pulling out of Lebanon the following 
day, amere 16 days after their arrival. The decision contravened the 
peace-keepers’ mandate as worked out and agreed between the 
Lebanese government and the participating countries. Under the 
agreement the force was to remain for a period of one month to 
allow the Lebanese authorities to regain control of the security 
situation in Beirut. Meanwhile, Western diplomatic sources let it be 
known that if Washington refused to reverse its decision, the French 
and Italian contingents would be incapable of continuing in the 
absence of the Americans. 


Fear now gripped Beirut at the prospect of a new security 
breakdown following the departure of the peace-keepers. Few had 
much confidence in the ability of the fledgling Lebanese army and 
inadequate security forces to maintain order, particularly with the 
Israeli army still entrenched at the city gates. 


The authorities in West Beirut formally requested that the 
multinational force see through its mandate to September 21. 
Lebanese Prime Minister Shafik Al-Wazzan pressed the American 
ambassador to delay the withdrawal of the Marines, reminding him 
that any premature departure of the peace-keepers would be in 
violation of the Habib agreement, since one of the primary functions 
of the force was to guarantee the security of the civilian population 
as long as the Israeli army continued to surround Beirut.’ President- 
elect Bashir Al-Gemayel, however, chose the same day to declare 
that the multinational force had completed its mission and should 
therefore leave. 


The American force left Beirut on Friday, September 10, 
followed by the Italians on September 11 and the French on 
September 13, eight days before the expiry of the Habib mandate. 
They left, and the Israelis stayed. 


THE ASSASSINATION OF BASHIR AL-GEMAYEL 


At four o’clock on the afternoon of Tuesday, September 14, 
Bashir Al-Gemayel was assassinated in a bomb explosion at 


(6) New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman. 
(7) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 10/9/1982, quoting news agencies. 
(8) Jerusalem Post, 10/9/1982, David Frank. 
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Phalangist headquarters in East Beirut. Gemayel and senior militia 
leaders in the Phalange Party were attending a policy meeting in the 
tightly guarded Ashrafieh district stronghold when an explosion 
shattered the building. The charge had been placed inside the Party 
premises, which were frequented by only the closest of Gemayel’s 
aides, and detonated from a nearby building. It was timed to go off 
soon after Gemayel’s arrival at the meeting. 


Twenty minutes after the blast, a search through the rubble by 
survivors unearthed the mutilated corpse of the Party leader.® 


It was nearly midnight, however, when the Voice of Lebanon 
radio, broadcasting organ of the Phalangist Party announced that 
Gemayel was dead. By then, unusual troop movements had been 
going on for several hours in the Israeli-occupied areas of Lebanon. 
A Lebanese security officer who had spent that day in the airport 
reported that the Israelis had begun an airlift of troops, arms and 
equipment on Tuesday evening, with Hercules transport planes 
landing at the Beirut airstrip throughout the night until Wednesday 
morning. 1° 


A total curfew was imposed on all the towns and villages of 
Southern Lebanon at five o’clock on Wednesday morning"! to 
conceal the movements of the Israeli army and their allied militias. 
The attack on West Beirut commenced. 


THE INVASION OF WEST BEIRUT 


In a co-ordinated advance on six fronts, Israeli forces swept past 
Lebanese army lines and closed in on the city, now practically 
defenceless, which had defied the summer's siege. Three separate 
columns advanced along the southern access routes which had 
been cleared by Israeli troops ten days before. Along the main divide 
with occupied East Beirut, the rest of the attacking force moved 
forward at the port and Mathaf districts and occupied positions 
evacuated by the U.S. Marines. 


By noon on Wednesday, Israeli tanks were in position to roll into 
downtown Beirut. Every exit had been sealed. 


The Lebanese Prime Minister sent an urgent cable to President 
Reagan protesting the attack. Mr. Reagan replied that the Israelis 
saw their “limited advance” as essential to “preserve security 
following the assassination of Bashir Al-Gemayel”. The Lebanese 
Prime Minister cabled Mr. Reagan once again, rejecting the Israeli 
justification. 12 


(9) Time, 29/9/1982, David Halevy. 
(10) New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman. 
(11) Jerusalem Post, 16/9/1982. Israeli soldier with 


(12) The Times (London), 16/9/1982. map of Beirut 
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The severely depleted Lebanese National Forces mustered a 
limited, but heroic defence and fought desperate and bloody battles 
at Al-Mazraa, Al-Tariq Al-Jadida, Al-Fakahani, on the camp borders 
and at Al-Rosheh. 


On Wednesday afternoon, Israeli tanks surrounded the Sabra 
and Shatila camps and bombarded them with mortars. Meanwhile, 
troops began a house-to-house search of the neighbourhood and a 
number of strategic buildings overlooking the camps were selected 
to serve as command and observation posts. As darkness fell, the 
invading force cut off the electricity supply to Western Beirut. 13 


Fighting continued the following day, Thursday, September 16, 
but the city was overrun. A curfew was imposed and all roads 
leading to the capital closed. The Israelis then mounted a house-to- 
house search for arms and made hundreds of arbitrary arrests. All 
day Thursday the power blackout continued and the siege of Sabra 
and Shatila went on. By afternoon, the camps were ringed by more 
than 150 tanks, 100 troop transport vehicles, 14 heavy ammunition 
transports and 20 bulldozers. 14 


THE FINAL PREPARATIONS 


In the southern township of Shweifat, bordering on Beirut 
Airport, residents watched a seemingly endless column of armoured 
cars and lorries loaded with troops align along a deserted runway 
close to the Israeli entrenchment. Eye-witnesses recall that the 
troops wore the combat fatigues of right-wing militias and that they 
had converged on the airstrip from two directions: from the main 
route to Southern Lebanon, Saad Haddad’s stronghold; and from 
East Beirut, the Phalangist stronghold. Lebanese army sources 
support the testimony of the Shweifat eye-witnesses. 15 


When the full force had assembled, the column wound slowly 
out of the airport and headed north towards the Palestinian camps, 
guided by freshly painted signposts spaced along the route. The 
signposts, featuring a circular emblem enclosing a triangle, were 
also observed along the route from Damour, a Christian village 
south of Beirut, to the airport’s western runway, as well as all the 
routes leading to the assembly point from East Beirut.16 


At four o’clock on Thursday afternoon, the deadly caravan 
rolled up to the gates of the two camps where, under the screen of a 
heavy new missile barrage, the Israelis ushered them in. The 
massacre was about to begin. 


(13) Herald Tribune, 16/9/1982. 


(14) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 21/9/1982, quoting Israeli Military Radio. Opposite: 
(15) New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman. Men rounded up 
(16) Herald Tribune, 21/9/1982, David Lamb. in West Beirut 
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THE TESTIMONIES OF 
THE DEAD” 


The reek of death seeps up into the stagnant air and settles 
again over the corpse-littered floor of the camps. Bodies lie sprawled 
where they fell, in the laneways, on the doorsteps of their shattered 
homes, stretched in their beds. Others are visible only as limbs 
protruding from the rubble or from beneath the trucks that mowed 
them down as they fled the slaughter. 


At the southern entrance to Shatila, a row of shanty dwellings 
has been levelled by the shelling, burying the occupants alive. Fifty 
yards beyond lies a heap of bodies, eyes staring wide with terror, 
arms still linked in a final protective act. They have all been shot in 
the head. One has been castrated, others maimed with knives. 


A group of five women are sprawled across a sandheap. One lies 
spreadeagled on her back, her torn blouse exposing mutilated 
breasts; beside her the severed head of a child, her pretty features 
distorted in anger; another child, of three years at most, has had her 
head crushed by a bullet. Her white dress is clotted with blood. 


In front of a shell-spattered doorway, a young mother has been 
caught from behind while fleeing with her new-born child. They lie 
face down in the mud, pierced by a single bullet. 


The horror goes on. A crumpled heap of bodies at the base of a 
wall. These are all young boys, schoolboys, the eldest not more than 
sixteen years old. They have been bound and executed by a firing 
Squad. 


A tiny girl of four is spotted by the killers scratching in the 
rubble of her home, searching for her mother. She never knew what 
hit her. A dozen bullets have shattered her frail spine. 


Adnan Nouri, the old man whose final desperate movements 
were recorded by a Danish film crew at the southern gates of Shatila, 
is found in a laneway next to a pile of litter, woollen cap askew over 
his snow white head, his cane beside him on the ground. Adnan has 
survived 90 years of tragedy and upheaval for this lonesome death. A 
couple of yards away lies his 70-year-old neighbour, Mahmoud 
Diab, felled by a bullet in the head. In a pit close to Acre Hospital is 
the corpse of another old man, butchered beyond all recognition. 


(17) Compiled from published eye-witness reports. 
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The survivors have come back to look for their dead and their 
screams rent the fetid air. A woman moans endlessly over a corpse, 
waving a blood-soaked identity card. “My brother, this is my 
brother... he is Lebanese, not Palestinian...” |In this grotesque orgy, 
no time was spared for formalities. 


Nor has obscenity been spared the innocents by their demented 
killers. Down an alleyway the bodies of two young girls of 11 and 12 
years of age lie side by side, their legs splayed in a posture of rape. 
Both have been shot in the head. 


Much of what was once Sabra and Shatila is now a bulldozed 
ruin. Many of the victims will never be found, robbed even of the 
dignity of a marked grave. Relatives, maddened by grief, tear at the 
rubble, hoping at best to find a corpse for a burial or some relic of 
their loved ones. Over here, an outstretched arm projecting from the 
dirt still grips an identity card: the hidden bearer, it establishes, is a 
Lebanese woman. Beyond, a black cloud of flies picks out a half- 
buried corpse. 


Not all of the homes have been demolished, however, and some 
preserve a ghastly record of how the occupants met their fate. In a 
kitchen, a middle-aged woman is slumped over a cooking stove. A 
whole family has been slaughtered at the supper table, heads resting 
on their plates. In a darkened backroom, a group of bodies huddles 
in a corner, father and mother clutching their two small sons and 
new-born baby. Another new-born baby is found alive, playing in the 
arms of his dead mother. His father’s body dangles from a window 
frame. A pregnant woman has been disembowelled and the foetus 
flung across the room. 


Every brutality, every depravity is in evidence. Victims have been 
stabbed, dismembered, bound and raped. Heads have been crushed. 
For many, death will have come as a relief from the protracted 
torture. 18 


Scattered between the human debris are empty wallets, cleaned 
out by the murderers before they left.19 Some homes were used as 
canteens where the butchery was interrupted briefly for a pre- 
packed snack. The empty tins and chocolate wrappers have Hebrew 
markings, as do many of the spent bullets and grenades.2° 


Fresh bulldozer tracks mark out the routes to mass graves?! 
containing as many as 200 bodies apiece. No one knows how many 


(18) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 20/9/1982, quoting AFP. 

(19) Al-Anbaa, 20/9/1982, quoting UPI. 

(20) New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman. 

(21) Al-Watan (Kuwait), 19/9/1982, quoting UP/; The Observer (London), 19/9/1982, Colin Smith. 
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victims have been ploughed into their own homes by the same 
bulldozers, nor the exact fate of camp residents, both live and dead, 
who were last seen being trucked off behind Israeli lines. 


More than 4,000 innocent civilians22 perished in the massacre of 
Sabra and Shatila. Of all the corpses found, not one was dressed in 
military uniform.23 Of the countless others whose fate will never be 
known, only their memory remains. 


(22) Al-Ittihad (Abu Dhabi), 23/9/1982, quoting Radio Israel. The casualty figures popularly cited in 
the press represent strictly such bodies as were found within the camps and identified by 
relatives. Excluded thus are all the bodies found but unidentifiable because of mutilation or 
advanced decomposition and, of course, victims buried in mass graves outside the camps, for 
whom the search continues. 


(23) Al-Watan, 19/9/1982, quoting UPI. 
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THE TESTIMONIES 
OF THE LIVING” 


Om Kayed, a Palestinian 


“I'll never forget what those cut-throats did to the women and 
children. | nearly went off my head over Om Mubarak. She was nine 
months pregnant. They ripped her open with a long knife, tore out 
the child and scattered her insides. Then they finished her off with 
bullets... They killed Mahmoud and his daughter Afaf... They killed 
Majed Khreiby and Ahmed Heshmy and Abdel Salam Barakah... 
They murdered Aly Al-Toukhy, Said Al-Abedy and Moussa Al-Abedy 
and Ibrahim Al-Abedy and their poor father... They killed a man 
called Mady and his brother Mohamed and their father... They killed 
Kassem Abou Harb, his father and his two brothers Walid and 
Mahmoud. 


“My neighbour, who lived across from my house... she stayed 
with her family because she didn’t know what was going on, because 
we've all lived for a long time now with the noise of bullets and 
rockets. We found her carved-up body there. Her hands were tied 
and they’d taken off her pants. | think they raped her. We never 
found any trace of her family. 


“Come here, I'll show you how they butchered Abu Aly 
Mekdad... they killed him and chopped off his hands... they cut off 
his head. 


“Smile Abu Aly... there are men left behind to avenge you... they 
took advantage of us when our fighting men were gone and we were 
left alone.” 


Om Kayed began to wail over the mutilated corpse of Abu Aly, 
stretched out in a stiffening pool of blood. Two metres away his head 
stood erect on the ground, the features disfigured with stab wounds. 


“.., a Lebanese, who refused to give his name 


“| was leaving the Shatila camp with my wife after visiting 
relatives there when armed men came along in Israeli army vehicles. 
They were dressed in civilian clothes. They began to fire at anything 
that moved. People were running in every direction for shelter. They 
were spraying us with bullets from behind but we just kept on 


(24) As related to the Lebanese and foreign press by survivors. 
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running. We managed to get to the eastern outskirts of the camp, 
only to find a group of Israelis putting a barrier across the road. We 
couldn't believe it. They came towards me so | showed them my 
Lebanese identity card. They started hitting me, battering me with 
their clubs. My wife was trying to scream but she couldn't get the 
sound out. She was bleeding heavily from the chest. They spat at her 
and shouted in a language | couldn’t understand. Then one of them 
screamed and pointed at a group of people who were trying to 
escape from the camp. They all rushed after the group, firing as they 
went. 


“This was our only chance. | pulled myself together and helped 
my wife up off the ground, but she kept falling over. | dragged her 
along but every couple of steps she'd collapse again. Finally we got 
to another road and then my wife just fell down, dead. | sat down 
beside her and wept until a man came and dragged me into his 
house nearby.” 


Hussein Al-Mekdad, a Lebanese 


“| was standing there in the middle of the road, not knowing 
which way to go. A screaming woman brought me to my senses. She 
was pulling me by the shirt and yelling ‘Get away from here... they're 
murdering everyone... why are you standing there like a fool?’ | 
turned around to ask her what was going on but she’d vanished in 
the crowd. 


“| started to run. Then this voice behind me yelled out, ‘Stop or 
we'll kill you’. | tried to look round... they were shooting so / just kept 
on running. | could feel a heavy load on my left leg and what seemed 
like a hot liquid pouring down. | caught up with a crowd of old men 
and women and children running away from the camp. They looked 
at me and some of them were whispering about something. An old 
man came up and said, ‘You’re wounded... You're bleeding... you 
have to get to hospital’. 


“Three days later one of my relatives told me, ‘They've shelled 
your house. We found your wife’s body, bound and stabbed, and 
they mutilated the bodies of your children. We’ve managed to bury 
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them all. When you're better you can go and visit them.’”. 


Youssriya Attiya Al-Amoushy, an Egyptian 


“They went into two shelters close by Acre Hospital. They 
murdered everyone inside. Then they blew up the two shelters with 
dynamite. 

“| heard the explosions at 6 o'clock, just as it was getting dark, 
and decided to run for it. | stilldon’t know how | managed to escape. 
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| came back on Saturday and found the ambulance men picking up 
the bodies. They were very hard to identify.” 


“a. , a Lebanese 


“1 was in the shelter where we used to go during the 
bombardments with my husband and five children and about 
seventy others. The neighbour’s daughter, she was called Ayda Abu 
Rudaina and she was 19, said she would go and get the identity 
cards. ‘They won't stop a girl’, she said. 


“She was only just gone when we heard bullets and a scream, 
and then silence. Her father insisted on going out to see what had 
happened... we tried to stop him but he wouldn't listen. They shot 
him too. 


“We sat there in terror, afraid to move in case they heard us. 
Then they came. They told us to get out. We told them we were 
women and our children were with us. But they made us leave the 
shelter. 


“They separated the men and the boys from the rest and ordered 
them to lie on the ground. Then they shot them all. We screamed and 
ran to the men but those thugs, they were real sadists. They shot two 
women dead and wounded three others. 


“Then they picked out three young girls, tied them up and raped 
them right in front of us.” 


Mounir..., a Palestinian 


(Mounir is a 13-year-old Palestinian boy. He lost his father and 
brother in the Tel Al-Zaatar massacre in 1976, after which his family 
moved to the Rashidiyeh refugee camp near Tyre. When the Israelis 
invaded South Lebanon in 1978 they moved again, to the Shatila 
camp in Beirut). 

“| was at home with my mother, brother and three sisters when 
missiles began to fall all over the place. We ran to a nearby shelter 
and found about nine families gathered there. At 7.30 armed men 
came in and told us to get out. The camp was as bright as daylight. 
The men were speaking Arabic in the Southern Lebanese dialect. 
They were dressed in uniforms with a cedar tree on the right 
shoulder and another round badge with inscriptions on the chest, 
but | couldn’t make out the writing. 


“They separated the men from the women and children and 
lined them up against the wall. | was with the women and children 
and when we were being led out | could see the militiamen beating 
the men at the wall with sticks. The men were falling down one after 
the other. 
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“They took us to a petrol station close by and said they were 
going off to have their supper. They left a couple of men to guard us 
while they were gone. 


“When they came back they fired at us. Everyone was falling on 
the ground. Then they shouted for the injured to get up so they 
could take them to hospital. | was injured but | didn’t get up. | found 
my mother had fallen down beside me so | whispered in her ear, 
‘Don't get up, they're liars’. 


“| was right. They finished off the ones who tried to stand up and 
then they flashed their torches on us to see that everyone was dead. | 
kept my head down and held my breath until they were gone. | spent 
the night like that, beside my family, some of them dead and some of 
them dying and | didn’t notice until after, that my mother had died 
too. 


“On Friday morning they came back to cover us. One of them 
noticed me shivering so he fired at me twice. The first bullet didn’t hit 
me but the second, which was aimed at my head, wounded my right 
cheek and the index finger of my hand which was lying across my 
face. 


“Then they stretched a cover over us and | couldn't see but | 
could hear them calling the camp residents, telling them to get over 
to the Sports Stadium. 


“They left, and it got very quiet so! crept out and headed for the 
nearest alleyway and took cover in the first house | came across. | 
wanted to get rid of my clothes because they were covered in blood. 


“Two militiamen caught me. They yelled at me, ‘You're still 
alive... go on, give us whatever loot you’ve found and then we'll finish 
you Off.’ | told them | hadn't stolen anything and that all | wanted to 
do was change my blooa-stained clothes. | begged them to leave me 
alone. One of them asked me if | was Lebanese or Palestinian. | said | 
was Lebanese. ‘Get along then’, he said. ‘If you were Palestinian we 
would have killed you’. 


“| headed for the Sabra camp. | was limping. Just outside the 
mosque | found a young man from the camp and he took me to Gaza 
Hospital.” 


Mounir collapsed into a coma in the hospital and didn’t come 
round until the next day. He woke up to find himself in another 
hospital in West Beirut where he had been transferred by the Red 
Cross. 


His uncle found him there on Saturday and stayed with him. ‘He 
doesn't sleep’, his uncle said, ‘and he keeps on asking, “Are you sure 
they won't find us here?””’ 
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Aly Khalil Affana, a child of eight 


“It was half past eleven. We heard a big explosion and a woman 
moaning. Suddenly they rushed into our house and ran from one 
room to the next searching the place like foxes. My mother 
screamed for help so they shot her. They shot her full of bullets. My 
father reached for something to defend himself with but they shot 
him before he could do anything... | couldn’t even scream. They 
stabbed him again and again with their knives. | don’t know what 
happened after that. | woke up in hospital, as you can see, with my 
head and my legs bandaged. 


“One of my schoolmates who came to visit his mother in 
hospital told me our house was a pile of ruins. My aunt came to see 
me yesterday and | asked her about my three brothers. She didn't 
answer. They're all dead, | know it for sure”. 


Aly tried to cover his face with his small hands, to hide the tears 
streaming down his cheeks. He felt he was too big a boy to cry. 


“. , aFPalestinian 


An old man in the robes of a Sheikh shuffles aimlessly through 
the desolation of the camp, leaning heavily on a cane and the 
shoulder of his dark-skinned grand-daughter. He is over sixty years 
old. Tragedy has etched new lines on the old man’s face. 


“| searched the ruins of our home and the rubble of the camp for 
any trace of my family but found nothing. The house is gone, 
demolished. One of the ambulance men told me to go to the mosque 
or to the Sports Stadium and check the bodies collected there. 


“Il spotted one of my daughters in the mosque. Her hands and 
feet were bound and she had been stabbed to death. Next to her was 
the corpse of awoman with a new-born baby at her breast. Even the 
child had been stabbed to death. 


“A couple of feet away | saw my poor wife, her arm still gripping 
her daughter whom it seems she was trying to defend... and over 
beyond was my youngest daughter... all of them mutilated and 
soaked in blood. Scattered around them were pages torn from the 
Holy Koran, still wet with blood. 


“These poor creatures... they thought they would be safe in the 
mosque and they went there for shelter.” 
Jamila..., a Lebanese from Shatila Camp 


“On Thursday evening | heard people running in the street and 
screaming. | slipped out with Amal, my daughter, and we spent the 
night in Acre Hospital. The following morning | went back to the 


44 


camp to make sure my father and mother were alright. | found my 
home in ruins, my paralysed father had been killed in his bed with his 
wheelchair still parked there beside him. My mother’s body was 
outside in the street. 


“Il tried to get back to the hospital but one of the militiamen 
stopped me. | showed him my Lebanese identity card but he took me 
off to a house across the way. There were four others inside and they 
all raped me. 


“| wish they had killed me like they killed my father, my mother 
and my brothers. Those barbarians have murdered 24 members of 
my family.” 


Fatima Aly Shams Eddine, a Lebanese 


“We were at home when the shooting started. | went out to look 
for my sister. | found her body in the street... she'd been shot 
through the back. | ran home straight away to warn the neighbours. | 
was screaming at them to get out but they wouldn't listen. They Said, 
“We’re Lebanese. Nothing will happen to us.” | spent the night at the 
hospital. When | came back the next morning they were all dead.” 


Amina Ahmed Hussein, a Palestinian 


“| know that my husband and my fifteen year-old son are dead 
but | haven't found their bodies yet. | heard shooting on Thursday. 
During the night the militiamen lit up the lanes of the camp with 
torches. By Friday we were sure that they would kill us so we 
escaped to Acre Hospital. The militiamen attacked the hospital and 
took all the Palestinian males away with them, including my husband 
and son. They asked us all, one by one, what our nationality was and 
the Palestinians were made to stand up against the wall, where they 
beat them with the butts of their rifles. The women were taken off to 
the Sports Stadium and ordered not to go back to the camp. 

“I tried to get back to the camp on Saturday. When we got to the 
Israeli check-point one of the Israeli soldiers said to us, “Why didn't 
you leave with the PLO? This is not your country.” 


« .”, a Lebanese nurse working at Acre Hospital 

“They attacked the hospital on Friday. Abu Said, the 
guardsman, tried to stop them but they shot him. He was lying there 
bleeding and nobody could get close enough to help him. They 
shouted through loudspeakers for everyone to get out of the 
hospital. 

“Some of the doctors decided to go out and talk over the matter 
with the militiamen. They walked out towards the gates carrying a 
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white flag, wearing their white hospital coats. And what do you think 
they got for their white coats and their white flag?... a bomb. The 
militiamen threw a grenade at them. They were lying on the ground, 
bleeding heavily. One of the nurses threw a stone at the murderers, 
and screamed abuse at them. She ran out to the doctors to see if she 
could help but one of the brutes caught her and beat her 
unconscious. They tore off her uniform, dragged her across the road 
to the opposite pavement and raped her, every one of those five 
savages, one after the other. 


“Some of the militiamen then broke into the hospital and 
rounded up the men. The foreign doctors tried to help us but the 
militiamen cursed them in English, French and Hebrew. One of them 
hit a Norwegian doctor and spat at him. 


“The men were driven away, no-one knows where. We were 
piled into a truck and it took off in the direction of Sin Al-Feel. The 
truck stopped in front of a large building flying the Phalangist flag. 
An officer came over, looked at us and said, ‘What’s this, have you 
brought me the women? | wanted the men.’ ‘We killed them, sir’, the 
militiamen answered. The officer leered, a big ugly leer, and 
congratulated them. ‘Now you’re heroes’, he said.” 


Mustafa Jabra, a Palestinian from Shatila camp 


“There were about thirty of us. We were detained on Friday 
evening and ordered to line up against the wall of one of the houses. 
They fired at us with automatic rifles. We couldn't see them in the 
Oark. 


“After they'd gone | heard someone near me moaning. He was 
wounded and one of the bodies had fallen on top of him. | helped 
him to his feet and we crawled to a deserted house where we tore up 
some cloth and bandaged our wounds. In the morning some people 
from the camp came and took us to hospital. | have a bullet in my 
chest that the surgeons couldn't remove and my arms and legs are 
still full of splinters from dumdum bullets. 


“Il never found out what became of my wife and three children. 
My mother Mariam, simply told me that they are all dead, that the 
butchers had slaughtered them.” 


Wajanet Zein Abdul-Latif, an Egyptian 


“There were a lot of Egyptians living here in Shatila. Whole 
families have vanished without trace since the massacre but | have 
found scores of bodies. 

“I took shelter in Gaza Hospital on Friday when | heard about 
the slaughter. On Saturday morning they surrounded the place and 
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broke in. There were more than a thousand people sheltering in that 
hospital. They separated the Palestinians, men, women and children 
from the foreigners and took them away to the Sports Stadium. 
There they were made to climb down into a huge bomb crater that 
was there since the terrible bombardment. They made them lie in the 
pit and emptied their machine guns into them. Then the Israeli 
bulldozers were brought in to cover the pit, burying the dead and the 
dying and the living together. Anyone who tried to escape was shot. 
It was hellish. 


“| saw it all with my own eyes because | followed them... | hid 
behind an old wall and watched them through a gap made by a shell. 


“One of the militiamen nearly caught me when | screamed at the 
sight of the bulldozers. | was hysterical. They were rolling over the 
bodies of children, women and men. 


“| stayed there for | don’t know how long, hiding between sacks 
of straw. | was in a state of shock... half out of my mind. | only came 
round when | heard women screaming and moaning. They were 
searching for their dead relatives. | told the journalists and the civil 
defence men what I’d seen but they wouldn't believe me at first. 
Afterwards, when they found out it was true they told me to go away 
from the area and hide.” 
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HOURS OF HORROR 
IN THE HOSPITALS 


Around sunset on Thursday, September 16, amid heavy 
renewed shelling, armed gangs appeared in the camps and spread 
through the streets, shooting at everything that moved. People, cats, 
dogs, horses were mowed down in the hail of bullets or picked off by 
the gunmen as they ran for cover. As word of the carnage sped 
round the camp many of the residents, sensing annihilation, fled to 
‘safe’ places - mosques, shelters and the two camp hospitals, Acre 
and Gaza. Others, mostly families with small children, stayed 
indoors throughout the attack, unable to flee or unaware of exactly 
what was going on. Many believed that the Lebanese army had 
entered the camps to collect arms and check identities, so they 
brought out their official papers and waited for a rap on the door. 


There was no rap on the door when the executioners burst in, 
spraying the walls with bullets and cutting down the occupants 
where they sat or stood in helpless horror. In the shelters, there was 
no deliverance for the fugitives who huddled together in terrified 
silence. When the gunmen came, they were herded out into the 
street, lined up against the wall, and shot. The shelters were blown 
up with dynamite. 


All night Thursday, refugees continued to trickle into the 
hospitals, bringing new tales of the horrors they had witnessed. 


ACRE HOSPITAL” 

Acre Hospital lies on the southern edge of Shatila refugee camp 
about 200 yards from the building where the Israelis had set up their 
main command post. 


According to the hospital’s medical staff, the first victims of the 
slaughter began to arrive at around six o’clock on Thursday evening 
and the stream of casualties grew steadily as the night wore on. A 
small boy with a gunshot wound told one of the doctors he had seen 
the main street of Shatila camp littered with dead bodies. Meanwhile 
the hospital corridors were filling up with hundreds of fugitives from 
the attack, many of them in a state of shock or near-hysteria over 
what they had seen. With every new arrival came fresh accounts of 
the massacre, fuelling waves of panic among the refugees. 


(25) As reported by The Times, 21/9/1982, Robert Fisk; New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas 
Friedman; The Observer, 26/9/1982, Colin Smith; Herald Tribune, 21/9/1 982, David Lamb. 
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By morning, terror had reached a pitch in the hospital, with the 
nearby Israeli positions clearing into view in the first light of dawn. 
Some of the assembled refugees chose to flee their sanctuary for 
safe refuge in the northern precincts of the camp. 


The long night of death and terror had turned Shatila into a 
ghost camp. An ominous silence this morning replaced the sounds 
of human bustle and chatter which would drift in the hospital 
windows as the camp stirred to life. From the upper floors of the 
hospital it was possible to look down an eerie, desolate street 
leading deep into the camp. Nothing moved, no living sound was 
heard all that Friday morning. 


There were several escape routes open to fugitives from the 
Shatila bloodbath. But as camp-dwellers arrived in straggling 
groups at the exit points, they found every one in turn sealed off by 
Israeli army guards or militiamen who drove them back into the 
camp at gunpoint. A Danish Television crew which happened to be 
filming near the southern entrance to Shatila on Friday around one 
o'clock recorded an incident in which a group of militiamen refused 
exit to a lorryload of screaming women and children. Israeli tanks 
guarded the roadblock. 


On the same reel, an old man in a white cap is seen running back 
into the camp as the militiamen level their guns at him. Later 
reporters identified the old man as Adnan Nouri26, They found his 
corpse in an alleyway on Saturday morning when they were finally 
allowed into the camps. 


Another incident filmed by the TV crew on Friday afternoon 
shows a Lebanese army jeep full of regular troops approaching the 
camp entrance. One of the militiamen fires straight at the jeep and 
orders the occupants to alight. They are then force-marched into the 
camp with their hands in the air, the empty jeep abandoned at the 
gate. 


Acre Hospital was attacked three times on Friday. One of the 
resident foreign doctors observed that all three groups of attackers 
wore different uniforms and that it was clear there was no co- 
ordination between them. 


The first siege began at 11.20 on Friday morning. Armed men 
surrounded the compound and, using loudspeakers, ordered all the 
occupants to leave. Four of the doctors decided to go out and 
negotiate with the attackers, so they hoisted a white flag and 
emerged from the front of the hospital. A grenade landed at their 
feet, killing three and wounding the fourth. The thugs then stormed 


(26) Identified by The Times correspondent Robert Fisk as reported 24/9/1982. 
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the hospital, ordering the foreign staff to leave and assemble at the 
camp entrance for interrogation. There their credentials were 
checked by Israeli soldiers. 


A group of Norwegian diplomats waiting at the entrance block 
intervened to free the Norwegian hospital staff. The rest were 
allowed back to the hospital. 


When the foreigners returned, they found that all the civilians 
who had sheltered overnight at the hospital had vanished. Two 
Palestinian doctors, two Lebanese nurses and a number of the 
wounded were also gone. One of the nurses later reappeared to 
describe how her friend had been raped ten times and then shot. 
Meanwhile, the body of a Filipino nurse was found lying on open 
ground close to the hospital. 


The hospital was attacked again at two o’clock the same 
afternoon. The attackers shot two Palestinian doctors and one 
wounded civilian, dragged patients out of their beds and kicked 
them along the corridors. 


At 3.45, yet a third band of militiamen arrived, demanding to see 
the nurses. When told by the foreign doctors that the nurses had all 
fled, the men asked to search the hospital. In one of the doctors’ 
rooms they came upon a picture of Yasser Arafat and turned on the 
doctor, raving and threatening to kill him. They shouted that he was 
a terrorist, and that he had better have all the nurses ready for them 
by seven o'clock. 


Lucky for the doctor and the rest of the hospital inmates, a Red 
Cross team managed to get through to the enclosure at five o'clock. 
They found the bodies of the three doctors with their white crumpled 
flag in front of the entrance and four more bodies inside. All the 
remaining staff and patients were safely evacuated and brought to 
hospitals in West Beirut. 


Journalists who got to Acre Hospital on Friday evening found 
the building in flames. 


GAZA HOSPITAL” 

Gaza Hospital is situated at the northernmost end of Shatila, 
facing onto the long, straight thoroughfare that separates the camp 
from neighbouring Sabra. It was Saturday morning when the killers 
burst in, evidently pressed for time as the Israeli-set deadline for 
completing their mission approached. 


(27) As reported by The New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman; The Times, 19/9/1982, 
quoting UPI; Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 22/9/1982. 
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Along with the sick and wounded, the hospital was providing 
temporary sanctuary for survivors of the massacre in both camps. 
Hospital staff estimated the number of refugees packed inside the 
building at well over a thousand, with hundreds more overflowing 
into surrounding shelters. 


The siege began at six o’clock in the morning when an armed 
force encircled the hospital and its immediate neighbourhood. 
Through loudspeakers, the ambushers declared themselves to be 
Israeli troops and ordered all shelters evacuated. There was no 
reason to be afraid, they said. No harm would come to anyone. 


A foreign staff nurse at the hospital said the men were wearing 
Israeli helmets and carried Israeli guns. The gunmen broke into the 
hospital building and rounded up about one thousand civilians, 82 
wounded patients and 55 doctors and nurses, ordering them to get 
out of the compound. When the medical staff objected, saying they 
could not leave their patients unattended, two were allowed to stay, 
while the main body of prisoners was marched off down the main 
street of Shatila camp at gunpoint. 


Here they were divided into three separate groups. The foreign 
medical staff were taken aside, where they were made to strip off 
their hospital coats and then herded on down the street to a chorus 
of obscenities from their captors. At one point the march was 
interrupted while the gunmen paused to check the identities of two 
of the doctors. On the discovery that one was Palestinian and the 
other Syrian, the pair were led away and shot. 


The rest of the group was taken to a United Nations office 
building outside the camp for interrogation. There their nationality 
and residence papers were examined by the interrogators who 
jeered, “You call yourselves Christian? You are nothing but filthy 
swine to work with Palestinians.” 


From there they were led to Israeli command headquarters at 
the main camp entrance, where they were detained again by the 
Israelis before being allowed back to the hospital. 


Meanwhile the second group, consisting entirely of Lebanese 
civilians, had been taken away for cross-examination. They were 
harshly abused by their inquisitors, who slashed their faces with 
knives for ‘unacceptable’ answers. Some were released, the rest 
transported to detention camps in South Lebanon. 


The third and largest group were the Palestinians. They were 
seen being led by their killers through the southern outskirts of the 
camp and across Israeli lines, never to be heard of again. Their fate 
is completely unkown but it is widely held that they were all killed 
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and their remains buried in a mass grave outside the camp. 


When the Red Cross got to Gaza Hospital to evacuate the 
patients and staff, they found 25 patients and 15 foreign doctors out 
of an original total of 1,137 civilians, patients and staff. 
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PASSING THE BLAME 


A wave of shocked revulsion swept the international community 
when news of the massacre broke on the world on Saturday 
afternoon, September 18. As the dimensions of the atrocity 
gradually emerged, revulsion turned to outrage at the killers and 
their accomplices. 


Charge and counter-charge 


President Reagan, returning to the White House from a busy 
election tour in New Jersey, expressed “horror” at the slaughter in 
the camps. He accused Israel of breaking faith with the Habib 
agreement. Israel had promised, he said, that its army would not 
enter West Beirut after the departure of the Palestinians. But Mr 
Reagan’s belated sense of betrayal was weakened by his own earlier 
defence of the invasion of Beirut. Then he had justified the Israeli 
action as necessary in the face of attack from “leftist elements” in the 
capital. Not even the Israelis had dared make this incredible claim.28 


Israel now replied, through its ambassador in Washington, that 
it had at no time promised the Reagan administration not to invade 
West Beirut.29 


In Tel Aviv, it was late Saturday night when the Foreign Ministry 
released a statement condemning the massacre and declaring that 
the Israeli Defence Forces had attempted to halt the slaughter as 
soon as they realised what was going on.°° Even at this stage, before 
the extent of Israeli collusion in the events had been established, the 
statement had a hollow ring. 


The Prime Minister, Menachem Begin, insisted that his first 
knowledge of the massacre came from a B.B.C. radio news bulletin 
on Saturday evening. 


At an emergency session of the United Nations Security 
Council, the Israeli ambassador, Yehuda Blum, attempted to 
exonerate the I.D.F by claiming that they had been stationed to the 
west of the Palestinian camps, leaving the eastern approaches open 
to the Lebanese army. It was not, he said, the fault of the 1.D.F. if the 
Lebanese had failed to take control.! 


(28) The Times, 24/9/1982, Robert Fisk. 

(29) Sunday Telegraph (London) 19/9/1982, David Shears. 
(30) Sunday Telegraph, 19/9/1982, Barry O’Brien. 

(31) ‘Okaz (Riyadh), 20/9/1982, quoting Reuter. 
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Israeli Chief-of-Staff Rafael Eitan held the United States fully 
responsible for the massacre, saying Washington had impeded 
direct negotiations between the Lebanese and Israeli armies. Had 
the negotiations taken place, he argued, a transfer of control to the 
Lebanese would have been possible and the massacre averted. 


While Eitan was blaming the Americans, the Foreign Ministry 
was blaming the Lebanese army for what it claimed was a refusal to 
take over the camps on the grounds of lack of preparedness. It was 
the Lebanese army’s unwillingness to shoulder its responsibilities 
that led to the tragedy, according to the Foreign Ministry charge. 


The United States replied that the Lebanese army had been 
perfectly willing to take over the camps but had been obstructed in 
its objective by the sudden Israeli invasion of West Beirut on 
September 14. 32 


A spokesman for the Phalangist Party now condemned the 
massacre and denied that its militia had been involved in any way. 


Finally, Major Saad Haddad, Israel’s quisling in South Lebanon, 
issued a statement describing the Sabra and Shatila massacre as a 
“barbaric act” and chastising all those who suggested his militiamen 
had participated in the butchery of women and children. His forces, 
he declared, had strict orders never to encroach northwards of 
Sidon. 


The cover-up exposed 


A ‘Herald Tribune’ report quoted Ariel Sharon as having 
declared, on Friday, September 10, his intention to “flush out 2,000 
terrorists” who, he claimed, were still hiding out in Beirut following 
the departure of the P.L.O. The report also quoted an Israeli officer, 
interviewed at his station overlooking the Shatila camp, who 
described his commission as one to ensure the “purification” of the 
area with the minimum loss of Israeli life. When the Israeli army 
entered West Beirut, however, its stated purpose was “to prevent the 
danger of violence, bloodshed and anarchy.”3% Nothing was 
mentioned of ‘purification’. 


Further press accounts now revealed that Israeli helicopters and 
transport planes had ferried an undisclosed number of militiamen 
from Haddadland to Beirut on Thursday evening.34 The London 
‘Guardian’ cited the testimony of U.N. observers in Beirut who had 
seen some one thousand Phalangist militiamen in combat fatigues 
close to the refugee camps both before and after the massacre. Their 


(32) Jerusalem Post, 20/2/1982, David London. 
(33) Herald Tribune, 20/9/1982. 
(34) Daily American, 22/9/1982, quoting The Times. 


60 


position indicated they had come from the direction of the Israeli- 
controlled airport.35 The paper also noted that the proximity of 
Israeli forward lines to the camps, and particularly the strategic 
location of the I.D.F. command and observation posts, made it 
impossible for the Israelis not to have seen and heard all that 
transpired from September 15-18. No way could théy have failed to 
see the butchery that went on under their noses in broad daylight, 
nor failed to hear the screams of the dying. 


The London ‘Times’ dismissed Israeli protestations of ignorance 
by pointing out that the I.D.F. had full control over the 
neighbourhood of the two camps and recalled the invaders’ 
contention that they had entered West Beirut to prevent bloodshed. 


It was clear that the force which entered the camps was not 
merely a disorganized band of thugs. The size of the operation, its 
methodical execution and the use of bulldozers indicated extensive 
planning and coordination with the Israeli siege force. The notion 
that a handful of murderers had crept into the camps at night 
unknown to the Israelis was in violation of all the evidence.%6 


In Israel itself, a televised newsreel recorded the I.D.F.- 
supervised admission to the camp area of a mixed force of 
Phalangists and Haddad militiamen, estimated at around two 
brigades (1,800 men). 


Asked by reporters after the massacre why the Israelis had done 
nothing to stop the bloodbath, Chief-of-Staff Rafael Eitan replied 
cynically, “We don’t give the Phalangists orders and we are not 
responsible for them.”3’ 


A broadcast by the I.D.F’s own radio station dating to late 
Thursday night, September 16, speaks otherwise. Picked up by the 
B.B.C. monitoring service at Caversham, England, broadcaster Arad 
Nir reports: “The intention is that the |.D.F. will not operate tonight to 
purge the areas of Sabra and Shatila and the nearby refugee camps. 
It was decided to entrust the Phalange with the mission to carry out 
these purging operations.” 


The broadcaster goes on: “The /.D.F. today completed the 
encirclement of West Beirut. The forces are now controlling all the 
main crossroads and roads in the city and only houses inside the 
various neighbourhoods remain to be purged. As noted, this task 
has been entrusted to the Christian Phalanges.” 


Commenting on this broadcast, ‘The Daily Telegraph’ 
diplomatic correspondent, David Adamson, wrote on September 21 : 


(35) The Guardian (London) 20/9/1982, James MacManus. 
(36) The Times, 22/9/1982. 
(37) Jerusalem Post, 21/9/1982, quoting AP. 
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“Two Salient points emerge. The first is that the Israeli Army 
ordered the Phalange into action with the intention of “purging” 
-not arresting - any remaining PLO fighters or other guerillas left in 
the city. 


“The second is that the areas concerned were small and the 
Israelis were in control of the city’s roads. 


“It would have been impossible for them not to have become 
aware quickly that the intended “purge” had turned into an 
indiscriminate massacre.” 


The ‘Telegraph’ correspondent also notes the contradiction 
between the broadcast and Eitan’s contention that the I|.D.F. did not 
give orders to the Phalange.?8 


A subsequent report in the Israeli newspaper ‘Yediot Aharonot’ 
establishes that the decision to send the Phalangists into the camps 
was endorsed unanimously at a special session of the Israeli Cabinet 
on Thursday night, some hours before the I.D.F. broadcast. 


On Wednesday, September 22, Sharon finally acknowledged 
that he had sent the militias in, but with orders to “arrest terrorists 
and avoid harming women and children.” The move had been 
necessary, he said, to spare further |.D.F. casualties. 


Eitan, said Sharon, and Major-General Amir Drori, the northern 
commander-in chief, had planned the operation in a series of 
meetings with senior Phalangist officers in Beirut. A range of 
assistance was offered and supplied by the Israelis, including night- 
time flares to light up the camps.39 Having admitted this, however, 
the Defence Minister went on to complain that the Phalangist task 
force had failed to report on the progress of their operation. 


Sharon was immediately contradicted by the ‘Jerusalem post’ 
military correspondent who wrote that he had personally read a wire 
dispatched from the Phalangist operation command post inside the 
Shatila camp at 11 p.m. on Thursday night to Israeli defence 
headquarters in Jerusalem. The message read: “Three hundred 
terrorists and civilians have been killed so far.” The ‘Post’ 
correspondent added that the wire had been circulated to at least 20 
senior army officers and that a copy had been forwarded to 
intelligence headquarters in Tel Aviv.4° 


Meanwhile, Zev Schif, military correspondent of ‘Haaretz’, 
reported that he had passed news of Thursday's massacres to a 
“senior Israeli personality” on Friday morning and that this 


(38) Daily Telegraph (London), 21/9/1982, David Adamson. 
(39) Herald Tribune, 23/9/1982, quoting AP. 
(40) Jerusalem Post, 24/9/1982, Hirsh Goodman; New York Times, 26/9/1982, Thomas Friedman. 
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personality had acted promptly on the information. “If this 
information was known to him,” Schif wrote, “it was known to 
others.” 


The “senior personality”alerted by Schif was later identified as 
Communications Minister Mordechai Zippori, who in turn informed 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir around 11.20 a.m. on Friday. At 
first, Shamir denied that he had heard anything about a massacre on 
Friday but, confronted with Zippori’s evidence, retracted saying, 
“Schif reported several different things, and most of them did not 
check out.”41 

Saad Haddad now admitted that he had been in Beirut on Friday 
“to present his condolences to the family of Bashir Al-Gemayel”. He 
had landed at Beirut airport in an Israeli helicopter. He affirmed that 
some of his men may have been operating with other forces in the 
capital, but noted that any such presence would have had to have 
the prior knowledge and consent of the Israelis.42 


Dr. Paul Morris, a physician at Gaza Hospital, testified in 
evidence to the Israeli fact-finding committee that several Israeli 
soldiers had assured him of the participation of Haddad militiamen 
in the massacre. 


Reports in both ‘The Washington Post’ and ‘New York Times’ 
attributed to Amin Al-Gemayel, elder brother of the assassinated 
Bashir, remarks made over the week-end to an American diplomat 
that units of the Phalangist militia were in Shatila refugee camp at 
the time of the massacre.44 


In evidence to the fact-finding commission, Sharon maintained 
that his troops were unaware of what went on after the Phalangists 
entered the camps. They had heard shooting but merely assumed 
that the purging force had encountered resistance.He declared that 
the |.D.F. had interfered at once on hearing that the purge had 
turned into a slaughter. He had photographs to ‘prove’ that nothing 
could be seen or heard from Israeli positions.45 


All independent accounts, however, belie the Sharon testimony. 
A ‘Jerusalem Post’ reporter who visited the scene immediately after 
the massacre attested that the positions of the corpses proved 
conclusively that the victims had not died fighting.46 An Israeli 
officer confessed that his troops had witnessed the killings and seen 


(41) Daily Telegraph, 21/9/1982, Barry O'Brien; The Times, 21/9/1982, Moshe Brilliant. 
(42) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 24/9/1982, quoting The Times. 

(43) The Times, 2/11/1982, Christopher Walker. 

(44) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 22/9/1982. 

(45) Jerusalem Post, 26/9/1982. 

(46) Jerusalem Post, 21/9/1982. 
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corpses in the lanes of the camps on Friday morning. He said he had 
personally contacted the Phalangist regional commander and 
ordered him to puta stop to the slaughter, adding that the |.D.F. had 
barred admission to Phalangist reinforcements on Friday evening. 


This last claim was dismissed by correspondents of both the 
‘Jerusalem Post’ and Israeli Television reporting the presence of a 
large company of Phalangist troops massing on the runway at Beirut 
airport on Friday. They were heavily armed, and equipped with 
tanks, armoured troop carriers and cannon - and they entered the 
camps on Friday evening. 


The television correspondent revealed that the /.D.F. order fora 
ceasefire in the camps did not go out until Saturday morning and 
that the Phalangist field commander had responded to the order by 
saying he had lost control of his men.4? 


Scores of press accounts based on evidence gathered at the 
entrance to the camps throughout Friday confirm both the 
awareness and involvement of the Israelis in the massacre. A 
‘Newsweek’ reporter who was stopped from entering the Sabra camp 
on Friday morning asked a gun-toting militiaman what all the 
shooting was about. “We are slaughtering them”, he was told.*8 


Another reporter saw a group of women beseeching Israeli 
troops at a checkpoint to intervene on behalf of their husbands and 
children who were being slaughtered, they said, by the militiamen. 
The officer-in-charge replied that he had no right to interfere in the 
“internal affairs of the Lebanese. "49 


All newsmen who tried to enter the camps on Friday were turned 
back by either the Israelis or the militiamen on the pretext that 
“fighting is still going on”. The sounds of the shooting and the 
attitude of the Israeli soldiers on the edge of the camp, who seemed 
unconcerned about the possibility of attack from within the ‘battle 
area’, puzzled reporters. ‘Time’ correspondent Robert Suro noted: “/t 
was Clearly not a firefight because the volleys of gunfire were not 
being returned: the guns were being fired in only one direction.®° 


‘The New York Times’ reported that the /sraelis supplied food 
and water rations to the militiamen when they came out of the camp 
for intervals of rest and refreshment. At night, the sky was lit by 
flares fired by the Israelis from 81-mm mortars and dropped from 


(47) Jerusalem Post, 21/9/1982, Hirsh Goodman and Ben Yishai, reporter for Israeli Television. 
(48) Newsweek, 4/10/1982, James Pringle. 

(49) Al-Watan, 19/9/1982, quoting UPI. 

(50) Time, 27/9/1982, Robert Suro. 
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planes that overflew the camps. °' 


Finally, when the butchers had done their work, trucks and 
bulldozers loaded down with bodies emerged from the camps, 
passed beneath the noses of the Israelis and crossed I.D.F. lines to 
distant burial sites. 52 


CONFESSIONS 


Faced with a tidal wave of incriminating evidence, Sharon 
confessed that the /sraeli cabinet had endorsed the principle of a 
war alliance with the Phalange three months previously, on June 15, 
and had reconfirmed the decision at several subsequent meetings. 
The Defence Minister went on to say that he had discussed the 
alliance in depth with the U.S. Special Envoy, Morris Draper.53 He 
said he had agreed with Chief-of-Staff Eitan on Wednesday, 
September 15, to send the Phalange militias into the camps to “mop 
up 2,000 Palestinian terrorists”, and the Israeli Cabinet endorsed this 
decision at an evening session on the following day.’>4 


The Israeli army commander in Lebanon, Amir Drori, revealed 
that Sharon had himself met with Phalangist leaders on Friday 
morning and sealed an agreement on purging the camps. 
Subsequent contacts between the Beirut commander, Amos Yaron, 
and the Phalangists were concerned with tactical aspects of the 
operation, Drori said, and the Israelis were assigned the tasks of 
lighting the camps at night and shielding the militias’ movements by 
heavy bursts of shelling at appointed intervals. An |.D.F. intelligence 
officer would liaise at Phalangist headquarters and a Phalangist 
officer at Yaron’s command quarters, which overlooked the camps. 


Drori also spoke of a meeting in which he had participated on 
Friday at 4.30p.m. with Eitan and senior Phalangist officers, 
including the leader of the camp operation. Eitan told the field 
commander it was time to wind up the mission, but gave him until 
Saturday morning to do so, saying he “saw no justifiable cause for 
haste.” Drori recalled remarks made during the meeting by 
Phalangist staff leaders to the effect that the Americans had also 
urged them to evacuate the camp area.°5 


Tank commander Grabonski testified that he and his crew had 


(51) Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 22/9/1982. 

(52) The Times, 21/9/1982. 

(53) Daily Telegraph, 26/10/1982. 

(54) The Times, 26/10/1982, Christopher Walker. 
(55) Jerusalem Post, 1/11/1982. 
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seen militiamen murder a group of five women and children close to 
their position at the camp edge on Friday morning. On reporting the 
incident to the leader of his unit, he was told, “We know”, and 
ordered not to interfere. 


When one of the gunmen approached his tank around noon the 
same day, Grabonski said, one of the crew asked him why civilians 
were being killed. The gunman replied: “Because the women give 
birth to terrorists. When the children grow up, they become 
terrorists. ’>6 


Yaron now acknowledged that he had received a message from 
the leader of the camp operation at 11p.m. on Thursday saying that 
“300 terrorists and civilians have been killed so far.” He added that 
he had allowed troop reinforcements and fresh supplies of weapons 
and ammunition into the camps subsequent to the Friday afternoon 
meeting which had been attended by Eitan and Drori; the meeting at 
which Eitan had congratulated the Phalangist commander on an 
“excellent” performance and offered to supply him with a bulldozer 
to “demolish illegal buildings in the camps.’5’7 And he gave him 
another 16 hours to continue the slaughter. 


And so the massacre went on for a total of about 40 hours, until 
the murderers began to drift out of the camps on Saturday morning. 
In all of Sabra and Shatila, there was neither siaht nor sound of life. 


(56) Jerusalem Post, 1/11/1982. 
(57) Herald Tribune, 8/11/1982, Edward Walsh. 
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WE WILL NOT FORGET. 
WE WILL NOT SURRENDER 


More than four thousand men, women and children perished in 
Sabra and Shatila’s long weekend of horror: four thousand disparate 
lives converged, at a despot’s callous whim, to share a devastating, 
collective death. 


A child, born in a blitz a month before, dies at his mother's 
breast, the one refuge of his brief, battered existence. A withered 
elder, who has buried sons and grandsons on a trail of battlefields 
between exile and Jerusalem, ends 90 years of personal and national 
tragedy on a rubbish heap in a Sabra alleyway. A thousand huddled 
fugitives are herded out of their hospital shelter for mass execution; 
all they have in common is circumstance, and a bombed-out crater 
for a grave. 


Massacre brought these luckless destinies together, as 
circumstance had brought them to the wretched privation of the 
camps. Sabra and Shatila, the twin settlements built to house 
refugees from Galilee in 1948, had grown together over the years 
into a single, integrated shanty town. Into this shanty town poured a 
sporadic flow of refugees, first from Palestine, later from Southern 
Lebanon, where Israel’s regular incursions left scores of thousands 
homeless. 


From 1978 onwards, following the Israeli invasion, the camps 
became home to a burgeoning community of Lebanese villagers 
from the South. With them came refugees of another sort, economic 
refugees from neighbouring Arab countries and from Lebanon itself 
who had sought, and failed to find, opportunity in Beirut. 


Poverty and loss were the passports of this shifting community, 
joining the inhabitants of Sabra and Shatila in a common bond of 
misfortune. Throughout the incessant bombardments of summer, 
solidarity was their only defence. They endured the onslaught 
through a collective faith in justice and the ultimate deliverance of 
Lebanon and Palestine. Their most earnest desire was peace, so that 
they could rebuild their ruined homes. On September 14, as they 
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braced for another ruinous blitz, they did not know that their 
destinies had been casually annulled in an office in Tel Aviv. 


Ariel Sharon, by his own glib admission, ordered the invasion of 
West Beirut and the purging of Sabra and Shatila to “liquidate 2,000 
Palestinian terrorists.” The elusive “terrorists” were never found, so 
his liquidation force delivered him four thousand butchered civilians 
instead - and won praise for their “exce//ent” performance. 


Murder is a crime punishable in any body of law. Mass murder is 
an abomination for which justice has failed to find adequate penalty. 


The massacre of Sabra and Shatila was not the first abomination 
to be visited on the Palestinians by Zionism. But it is our binding 
duty to ensure that it is the last. 


And so, we dedicate this record to the human conscience, to all 
people everywhere who respect the lives of others as they respect 
their own, to all whose faith in humanity was shaken by the atrocities 
committed against those four thousand helpless innocents. We 
cannot afford to let Sabra and Shatila pass into history as simply 
another incident, another tragic statistic. We have to keep the 
memory alive, if we are to be sure it will never be repeated. Never 
again!. 
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